January, 2005

Premier Dalton McGuinty
Government of Ontario

Room 281, Main Legislative Building

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M7A 1A4

Dear Premier McGuinty.       
I am writing from outside Ontario to challenge the unworkable wildlife rehabilitation regulations your Ministry of Natural Resources posted on December 15, 2004 (EBR Registry Number PB04E6022).  
The reference by the Ontario MNR to these proposed changes as “enhancements” and the suggestion that the changes would “improve” care for wildlife is contemptuous of the public’s intelligence.  In fact, if these regulations are approved, they will eliminate what little help is left for wildlife in Ontario. 

Ontario must adopt regulations governing wildlife rehabilitation care and release standards that prevail throughout North America: orphaned wildlife should be raised with others of their own species, to learn proper conspecific behaviours, and the group should then be released together in appropriate natural areas, generally within the city or county of origin. Otherwise, wildlife rehabilitators cannot provide an ethical, responsible service, and you will rightfully continue to receive strong criticism from hundreds of members of the public, from all walks of life, left without help each and every wildlife birthing season. 

I urge you to withdraw the EBR posting; to consult with the majority of wildlife rehabilitators in your province; and to ensure that Ontario is not the only jurisdiction in North America without any progressive help for wildlife.  
Sincerely,

Name:_________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________
Signature:______________________________________________________________
c.c. 

David Ramsay, Minister of Natural Resources        
E-mail:  dramsay.mpp@liberal.ola.org
John Baird, Opposition House Leader

E-mail:  mailbox@johnbaird.com
Liz White, Ontario Wildlife Coalition

E-mail:  liz@animalalliance.ca
