June, 2004

Dear Premier McGuinty

I am very distressed that help for orphaned and injured wild animals has been disallowed by the government of Ontario. 

As a recent letter in the Ottawa Citizen states, “there is something seriously wrong with a government policy that requires humane societies, veterinarians and the public to kill baby animals”. 

The irresponsible and inhumane regulations imposed by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources has meant that we have lost the services of the Ottawa-Carleton Wildlife Centre as well as the help of the remaining small number of other wildlife rehabilitators in Ontario. 

We relied on the Centre, and the veterinarians in the community who generously donated professional support to it, to obtain effective advice in dealing with wildlife problems and in assisting us when we had rescued an orphaned or injured wild animal in distress, something that is increasingly occurring because of extensive development and the serious impact it is having on our wildlife. 

I urge the Liberal government to fulfill its election promise in reinstating a humane and progressive response for wildlife concerns in Ontario. We supported your Party’s commitment to “change” and believed that it would mean a kinder and more thoughtful approach to environmental issues. This certainly does not include allowing thousands of orphaned wild animals being left to suffer and die, while rescuers like my children and myself are left to flounder in despair without any help. This is certainly not the kind of Ottawa or Ontario I wish to live in. 

Sincerely

