January 2005

Premier Dalton McGuinty

Government of Ontario

Room 281, Main Legislative Building

Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A4

Dear Premier McGuinty       Re: EBR Registry Number PB04E6022
I want you, as Premier, to know of my disappointment and anger with regard to the changes proposed by the Ministry of Natural Resources for the rehabilitation of orphaned and injured wildlife in Ontario. For the Minister to suggest that these changes would “improve” care for wildlife is contemptuous of the public’s intelligence. 

The crisis already created by this Ministry will only be made worse by these recommendations. The proposed care and release regulations (1km and 5km restrictions) will mean that single orphans will have to be raised alone in violation of international and humane standards and, after months of care, put back into busy and inappropriate areas – effectively eliminating the critical final phase of wildlife rehabilitation, since many species require a “soft” release with transitional care provided at the release site – and eliminating any chance of survival. The proposed elimination of foster families will mean drastically-reduced help for wildlife at a time when development and loss of habitat is creating more demand. Furthermore, the reporting and monitoring conditions the MNR would impose on wildlife rehabilitators demonstrate its negative bias and disrespect for rehabilitators who volunteer their time and offer a free and much valued service to communities all over Ontario.

Ontario must adopt regulations governing wildlife rehabilitation care and release standards that prevail throughout North America: orphaned wildlife should be raised with others of their own species, to learn proper conspecific behaviours, and the group should then be released together in appropriate natural areas, generally within the city or county of origin. Otherwise, wildlife rehabilitators cannot provide an ethical, responsible service, and you will rightfully continue to receive strong criticism from hundreds of members of the public, from all walks of life, left without help each and every wildlife birthing season. 

An Abuse of the EBR Process and A Broken Promise by your Government: Your government, while in Opposition, was strongly critical of the Ministry’s wildlife rehabilitation regulations, having presented petitions from over 9,000 residents in 260 communities demanding change. You promised, if elected, that you “would review these regulations, working with rehabilitators, to develop a new and improved working relationship between government and community volunteers”.  Instead, these current proposals were quietly posted just ten days before Christmas with little time for public input, without any consultation with the majority of wildlife rehabilitators in the province and with parliament conveniently recessed until March 2005 so there would be little political opposition to this highly contentious issue. 

I expect the EBR process will once again be abused by MNR and that is why I am directing my comments to you. In July 2002, the Ministry posted changes to wildlife rehabilitation regulations on the basis of intentionally misrepresented information while fabricating a non-existent “emergency” to deny public input. The current EBR posting states wildlife rehabilitators have been consulted when, in fact, they certainly have not. 

The public is no longer fooled with respect to the MNR agenda. Wildlife rehabilitation and its promotion of respect and understanding for wildlife undermines the fear-mongering the Ministry needs to sustain a hugely expensive and unwarranted rabies budget for the lowest public health risk in North America.  As a taxpayer, I am appalled that so much funding is being diverted from badly-needed programs to this boondoggle.

We urge you to withdraw the EBR posting, to consult with the majority of wildlife rehabilitators in Ontario and to ensure that this country’s largest province is not the only jurisdiction in North America without any progressive help for wildlife. 

Sincerely

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________________Prov:________________P/Code:________________

Signature:__________________________________________________________________________________

c.c. David Ramsay, Minister of Natural Resources

