SURVEY SENT TO CANDIDATES

ONTARIO PROVINCIAL ELECTION – 2003

WHERE DO YOU STAND ON THIS WILDLIFE ISSUE?

Name of Candidate:…………………………………………………………………….

Party:…………………………………………………………………………………….

Riding:……………………………………………………………………………………
Can there be any doubt of the need for an inquiry? 

· Misrepresented facts used by Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources to justify the expansion of the raccoon rabies high-risk zone.

· The slaughter of thousands of healthy animals in eastern Ontario as part of a scientifically-unproven and costly rabies program.

· The unconscionable treatment of community volunteers.

· The seizure and inhumane treatment of healthy baby animals, and growing evidence that these animals were used for research (despite senior government assurances to the contrary).

· A misuse of public funds.

· A breach of public trust.

· An abuse of power.

An inquiry is essential if public confidence is to be restored. Will you support the need for this Inquiry?

Yes                                                             No                                                            Unsure

MNR Regulations Must Change:

Restrictive and senseless regulations recently imposed by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources have outlawed responsible and humane wildlife rehabilitation in this province. 

· A single orphaned animal can no longer be raised in a family unit.

· The animal must be released within 1 kilometer of where it was found. This is often in a busy urban area where there is no post-release care, and no chance of survival.
· It is now illegal in eastern Ontario/Ottawa to provide care – including emergency care – for vector species such as baby raccoons, skunks and foxes. It has forced a compassionate public to care for wildlife themselves, increasing public health and safety risks.
· These regulations are unprecedented in North America. They contradict basic international standards for wildlife rehabilitation and they have been opposed by over 9,000 Ontario residents in 260 communities throughout Ontario through a petition presented by Liberal opposition members to the Ontario Legislative Assembly in  the Fall of 2002. 
Will you support the need for changes to regulations that will bring Ontario into line with the majority of jurisdictions throughout North America?

Yes                                                             No                                                            Unsure

The Need for a New Relationship:

The Ministry’s policies as pertain to ecosystem management and conservation ethics are out of date and out of step with public opinion and environmental groups. We must bring wildlife management into the 21st century. We must forge new relationships with community volunteers and business partners. Government needs to create the climate and framework within its ministries in which this can happen. Will you support this initiative?

Yes                                                             No                                                            Unsure 

Signature:………………………………………..                         Date:…………………….……...


























































